
Dear Members of the Ohio Mosquito and Vector Control Association:
 

Like many parts of the US, Ohio experienced record-breaking drought in 2024, with some areas
seeing nearly 100-year lows in total precipitation this past summer. But life finds a way, and our
mosquitoes seemed to find every opportunity to multiply, leading to a productive surveillance
season characterized by the continued expansion of the range and abundance of Aedes
albopictus, an ongoing trend in the state for the past decade. On the bright side, the disease
burden on Ohioans was lower than average, with a fewer than typical number of human cases of
both West Nile Virus (13) and La Crosse Virus (4) reported.
 

In an exciting development, the Ohio Department of Health rolled out a new multiplex test and is
now able to detect not only West Nile Virus and La Crosse Virus, but also Eastern Equine
Encephalitis Virus, St. Louis Encephalitis Virus, and Jamestown Canyon Virus in our mosquito
pools. This is hugely impactful. This additional disease surveillance will provide valuable
information to us in our programs and enhance our ability to prevent mosquito-borne disease in
our residents. Please reach out to Leeanne Garrett (Leeanne.Garrett@odh.ohio.gov) with any
questions about The Ohio Department of Health mosquito surveillance program.
 

We have also made incredible strides in tick surveillance this year. The number of human cases
of Lyme Disease reported in Ohio has skyrocketed recently and continues to trend upward, but
efforts like Central Ohio Tick Blitz and Ohio Department of Health’s partnership with The Ohio
State University’s Parasite and Pathogen Ecology lab for tick pathogen testing provide much-
needed resources for vector control programs to address this growing threat. Ohio Mosquito and
Vector Control Association also held a training session at our annual meeting this past October
where we provided tick drag training and supplies to folks from over a dozen local health
departments. Finally, planning is underway for Central Ohio Tick Blitz 2025. Folks who are
interested can sign up for a training session here: http://bit.ly/TickBlitzTraining or reach out to
me directly at ZachHolbert-Watson@franklincountyohio.gov.
 

Thank you for all you do to protect Ohioans from vector-borne disease, and here’s to another
great year!
 

Best,
 

Zach Holbert-Watson
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Save
Date!the

Conference
OMVCA & OSU Tick Symposium

2025

Collaboration

Biennial OSU Tick Symposium - 
October 27th, 2025

OMVCA Annual Meeting - 
October 28th, 2025

More information to come!

Call for OMVCA 

Conference Speakers!

Reach out to Zach by July 31  for

more information

st

Is your organization
making strides in pest

management? 

Submit your work to be
featured in the OMVCA

Summer Newsletter!

Submission due to 
Jacqueline Noe

(jnoe@lickingcohealth.org)
by June 1st!

Topic: Identifying Common Mosquitoes of
Ohio

When: May 30th, 2025

Registration: 
OMVCA Spring Training 2025

What to Expect: 
Locally caught mosquito specimens
Tutorial on using a dichotomous key
Best practices for prepping and delivering
mosquito samples to ODH for testing.

Led by Danny Phillips
OMVCA Member-At-Large
Ohio Department of Health

SPRING TRAINING
IS HERE!!

mailto:jnoe@lickingcohealth.org
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/c94b8355-be20-48ce-a66d-888e71960d2e@93c52ce1-0d75-4263-9ab9-9c287e289e18


Got a question for your Board of Directors?
President

Zach Holbert-Watson, REHS
(614) 634-0175

President-elect
Jacqueline Noe, MPH-VPH

(740) 349-6538

Vice President
Hannah Dehus

dehus.5@buckeyemail.osu.edu

Secretary
Annie Levar, REHS

(216) 201-2001 ext. 1276

Treasurer
Paul Bauman

(419) 726-7891 ext. 203

Past President
Sarah Fink, REHS

(614) 271-6697

Members at large: Hannah Alanis, Ella Gier, BSPH, Tahirah Jones, Danny Phillips, 
and Alice Pozzi

Registration is open for the 2025 OMVCA Student Poster
Presentation Competition!

Submission Deadline: September 30 , 2025th

Competition Date: October 28 , 2025th

Where: 2025 OMVCA Annual Meeting

Cost of Submission: 
Full Meeting Attendance - Student Fee

Poster Competition Only - Free

Awards: Professional Development Stipends

For additional information on submission guidelines and to register for the
competition, please fill out the Abstract Submission Form

In addition to the poster competition, we are seeking volunteers to help
judge the entries. If you're planning to attend the meeting and are
interested in assisting with the judging process, please reach out!

Point of Contact: Hannah Dehus (dehus.5@buckeyemail.osu.edu)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfekfS-M85jiCeIvjd9vzTPDJNm4zIDM39wXtz31nbkTXNfmw/viewform
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